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Annual Report 2020-2021

Who We Are 

The Stellar Company is a multi-arts program for people 
of all abilities and backgrounds.  We aim to activate 
professionally produced, quality arts practice through 
a lens of cultural equity, embedded accessibility, social 
inclusion and sustainability. Formerly known at the 
Australia Talented Youth Project we have a 14 year 
history of excellence in supporting and mentoring 
young people.  Directed by Liz Lea, we are broadening 
our vision to work in a full inclusive, intercultural and 
intergenerational capacity to benefit as aspects of 
community and arts across the community.

Our Mission 

•	 To enrich the culture of Australia through the 
mentorship of emerging artists, of all abilities 

•	 To advocate for the access to and accessibility 
of Arts in contemporary living

Our Aims 

•	 To develop artistic capacity and cultural 
leadership skills of young artists of all 
backgrounds and abilities.

•	 To encourage collaboration across all art forms 
– music, dance, visual arts, creative writing, 
film production, and drama.

•	 To develop and expand artistic networks.

•	 To support artistic endeavours and celebrate 
effort and achievement.

Our Values

•	 Excellence – fulfilment of artistic potential

•	 Diversity – of art forms, artists, ideas, cultures 
and places

•	 Connectedness – artistic identity within 
diverse communities

•	 Celebration – bringing the creativity and 
achievement of young emerging artists 
together into the Nation’s Capital.

We acknowledge the traditional custodians of the ACT, the Ngunnawal people where we practice and work. 
We acknowledge and respect their continuing culture and the contribution they make to the life of this city and this region.
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Chair’s report

The birth of The Stellar Company, like the birth of a 
new star in the galaxy, was the coming together of 
numerous diverse components, coalescing into a 
shining bright core of creative energy, fuelled by a 
fantastic fusion of vision, passion and commitment.

And what The Stellar Company is producing, with its 
mission to mentor emerging artists of all abilities, 
is a series of emerging stars of another nature – 
bright, beautiful, bold performers who challenge the 
status quo about what it is to be a creative and seek 
professional artistic practice. 

In this way, perhaps Stellar is more like a constellation 
than a single star and it is the great Emu in the Sky in 
the astronomy of the Ngunnawal people on whose 
lands we are privileged to dance which well sums 
up the mission of our company: the Emu, while 

being different from most other Australian colourful 
and birds with its short wings and plain feathers, is 
nonetheless strong, powerful and fearless and has 
prominent position in the southern night sky. 

These qualities sum up our Stellar family: bold and 
persistent creative leadership from our AD Liz Lea; 
fearless and joyous creativity from our performers; 
the strength and patience of parents, carers and 
volunteers; and the steady wayfinding of our board.  

The Stellar Company is still a young celestial creation 
and I look forward to watching  it continue to be 
a shining light for accessibility and inclusion in the 
arts, not only in the ACT, but also nationally and 
internationally. 

Dr Brooke Thomas 
Chair
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Artistic Director’s Report

Liz Lea; What a year! In the midst of the pandemic 
we worked to relaunch the Australian Talented Youth 
Project with a renewed vision and ethos moving 
forward. We have rebranded as The Stellar Company 
with the aim to activate professionally produced, 
quality arts practice through a lens of cultural 
equity, embedded accessibility, social inclusion and 
sustainability.

We initiated the Recognise program which founded 
the first Ngunnawal Youth Dance Company and 
worked closely with Aunty Roslyn Brown. This was 
supported by a Canberra Renewal Grant ($9900), 
ATYP inkind support and Events ACT ($2000).

An I Day grant of $5000 ensured we could launch the 
inaugural I Dance Film Festival. This Australia first was 
curated by Hanna Cormick, Matt Shilcock and myself. 
Both Hanna and Matt live with disability and this is 
core to their artistic practice. 

We also participated 
in the world wide 
Nelken Line project 
directed by the Pina 
Bausch Foundation.

We launched the 
Chamaeleon 
Collective, 
Canberra’s first 
Inclusive dance 
company 
which is a 
huge 

achievement for the ACT and Australia, especially 
within the context of the pandemic. This began in 
partnership with the National Museum of Australia in 
October 2020.

We secured $26,660.00 from artsACT to deliver  
The Stars Align, brings 3 stars of Australian dance  
to create new works with the Chamaeleon Collective. 
These artists are Matt Shilcock, Kagisho (Kag), 
Melanie Lane and Justin Ray. 

We also received $14,975.00 from Events ACT to run 
a Stars in 3D is a season of dance and technology 
presented in National Science Week by Company 
Chamaeleon in collaboration with ASTRO 3D and 
RecoveryVR. This season was due to run in National 
Science Week but was postponed to March 2022 due 
to the ACT lockdown.

We received a $2000 grant from CSIRO for the 
creation of a children’s show Cockatoo Calling which 
I created. The concept was a live show for libraries 
but again, this was postponed due to lockdown and 
so I created a filmed version. In future we hope to 
introduce the Chamaeleon dancers into the show.

The BOLD Festival received $10,000.00 to support 
accessibility for the event and we are auspicing this 
grant.

Much has happened during such a devasting time and 
I am deeply proud of the work we have all been doing 
to ensure that The Stellar Company begins the lead 
the way in quality community dance for the ACT and 
regions.
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2020-21 at a glance 

Recognise

Recognise is a celebration of First Nations dance and 
music which was due to take place in Reconciliation 
Week 2020. Given the impacts of COVID-19 we 
moved the project to mid September 2020 to mark 
the United Nations Declaration on the Rights of 
Indigenous Peoples. This initiative was adopted by 
the United Nations General Assembly during its 61st 
session at UN Headquarters in New York City on 13 
September 2007. The process of consultation with the 
Ngunnawal Elder’s Council facilitated the founding of 
the Ngunnawal Youth Dance Group. 

The project celebrates and commemorates First 
Nations People and cultures and brings new seeds 
of reconciliation and creativity together. We will 
continue to share the ethos of the Mission of 
Reconciliation Week; at the heart of reconciliation 
is the relationship between the broader Australian 
community and Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander 
peoples. 

4 women, 4 cultures, 1 land.

Tammi Gissell, Natasha Lee Rogers, Krista Brown and 
Emma Laverty join together to present a performance 
of unity and celebration of culture on Ngunnawal 
land. Accompanied by Michael Liu.

Our Ngunnawal youth have come together to share 
aspects of our culture with our fellow non-indigenous 
and indigenous brothers and sisters. Dance has been a 
part of the Aboriginal culture for thousands of years, 
showcasing the Traditional and ceremonial aspects of 
our culture. With dance we are able to share stories, 
pass on lores and keep our culture alive. 

Dances have played an important role in the 
spirituality of Indigenous Australian tribes, carrying 
the spirituality, stories and beliefs into our modern 
society.  Our Ngunnawal youth want to share these 
experiences with you; to offer understanding if there 
is little and an opportunity to come together in 
similarities and differences. 

The group is being established under the guidance 
and with the support of Roslyn Brown and the 
Ngunnawal Elders Council. The group will be the first 
of it’s kind in the ACT. Krista Brown
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Presented in collaboration with the National Portrait 
Gallery, Canberra Renewal Authority and Events 
ACT on the 13th Anniversary of the United Nations 
Declaration on the Rights of Indigenous Peoples 
resolution adopted by the General Assembly on 13 
September 2007.

Friday 11th September

4pm Belconnen Arts Centre, launch of the RISE 
Festival

Saturday 12 September

11am Garema Place 

Sunday 13th September 

3pm and 4pm National Portrait Gallery

November

Opening of City Walk, Civic

We ran an October dance Intensive at Canberra 
Dance Theatre and The National Museum of 
Australia. This was for dancers living with intellectual 
disabilities. It also led to these dancers being 
showcased at the Museum on I Day, 3rd December 
and International Day of People with Disability. This 
event was live streamed out around Australia and to 
schools on the day. Film of the event will be available 
very soon. 

Natasha Lee Rogers, a young First Nations dancer, 
assisted the project and she first worked with me on 
the ATYP Stellar mentoring residency in January 2019 
so it is good to have continuation of the investment in 
young artists.

An example of our work;

https://vimeo.com/user7562877

https://vimeo.com/user7562877
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18-21 December I Dance Film Festival
I Dance Festival is Australia’s first film Festival for 
dance artists living with disability, showcasing 
excellence in dance films curated and created by 
artists with disability across the ACT, Australia and the 
world.  The films were created by ground breaking 
artists including Restless Dance Theatre, Marc Brew, 
Hanna Cormick, Fayen D’Evie, Josh Compton, Rianna 
Head Toussaint, Sue Jo Wright, and Matt Shilcock

Hosted by Hanna Cormick, Matt Shilcock and Liz 
Lea for the 2020 International Day of People with 
Disability.  
Curators: Hanna Cormick, Matt Shilcock
Festival Producer: Liz Lea, the Australian Talented 
Youth Project
Auslan Interpretation: Brett Olzen

https://www.sidestage.com.au/idance

https://www.sidestage.com.au/idance


9

Nelken Line
There were 391 dance films from across the world 
submitted run by the world famous Pina Bausch 
Foundation and we are were 391…. meaning we are 
the first film people see. I am very proud of this little 
project. We brought together three of Canberra’s 
dance groups for people with disability – the CDTribe, 
Dream Team and Xtreme Stars under the title, The A 
Team and we filmed across Canberra.

https://vimeo.com/486748025

The Chameleon Collective
The Chameleon Collective are a boutique offering of 
artistic excellence in the inclusive and accessible arts 
field. The collective epitomizes the vision of a forward 
looking, Canberra. The next generation of artists 
being invested in by the current generation of artists 
living with and without disability. 

The Chamaeleon Collective is  named after the 
constellation and reptile, both constant and adaptable. 

Chamaeleon arises from the need for dancers living 
with disability to channel their energies and talents 
in a professional, supportive, accessible program 
at the leading edge of contemporary performance. 
Chamaeleon is grounded in quality and integrity, 
increasing wellbeing and reducing social isolation. 

https://vimeo.com/486748025
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Grants for future projects in 2021-22

The Stars Align brings 3 stars of Australian dance to 
create new works with the  Chamaeleon Collective. 
These artists are Matt Shilcock will develop a new 
short work in partnership with Australian Dance Party 
and Chameleon. Matt is one of Australia’s leading 
dance artists living with disability who makes work 
that explores identity, adaptability, transformation 
and intention. 

ACT based Hip-hop artist, Kagisho (Kag) will create 
a short work entitled, Real, in collaboration with 
his Passion and Purpose dance company and 
Chamaeleon. Real will be performed to one of Kag’s 
new songs and regularly performed alongside the 
P&P dancers and Kag singing live. An edgy, engaging 
work the company can present at a range of venues 
and events. 

Melanie Lane and Justin Ray will create a short dance 
film with Chamaeleon exploring the timelessness of 
the stars, in partnership with ASTRO 3D. Filmed at 
Mount Stromlo and integrating their 3D simulations 
of the Universe into a moving art-work that situates 
the company at the forefront of cutting-edge 
technology. 

Events ACT are supporting Stars in 3D is a season of 
dance and technology presented in National Science 
Week by Company Chamaeleon in collaboration with 
ASTRO 3D and RecoveryVR. This season was due to 
run in National Science Week but was postponed to 
March 2022 due to the ACT lockdown.
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Funders and Partners

Tier One Funders; 

artsACT 
Events ACT
ACT Government Disability Services 
National Science Week 
City Renewal Authority

2019-20 Primary Partners; 

National Museum of Australia 
National Portrait Gallery 
QL2 Dance 
Liz Lea Dance 
Sidestage Productions Services  
Andrea McCuaig Graphic Designer

Tier Two Funders; 

The BOLD Festival 
ASTRO 3D 
RecoveryVR

2020-21 Associated Partners; 

Belconnen Arts Centre 
Tuggeranong Arts Centre 
Ausdance ACT
Ainslie and Gorman Arts Centre


























